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" But there was to be a scrap after all. For a while we strolled about off the German coast. Then we got tired of waiting, so we ' knocked at the door' to ask a question of the German Fleet. To while away the hours we put on a gramophone record, which blurted out,' Here we are, here we are, here we are again !' But still there was no response. ' They can't be at home/ said a wag, ' let's have a peep round/ And we did.
" The moment was hardly opportune to carry out the seaplane raid, already deferred on account of the weather. The conditions, however, did not improve, and it was decided to let loose our flying men immediately. Five went up, young Lieutenant Reid leading. I shall never forget the scene as they soared amongst the snow-clouds right over Schleswig-Holstein, the shrapnel from the German anti-aircraft guns bursting against a background of snow with our airmen playing all kinds of tricks to dodge the fire.
" The German aviators came over in advance to meet us, and our gunners quickly set to work on them. They exploded shell after shell about the aeroplanes, and two at least, badly hit, promptly retired."
Early in the war darts were dropped with some effect from aeroplanes, but experience afterwards showed that the damage they did was not so great as could be done by other means. The darts consisted of two parts, a head and a short flanged shaft. The head measured 5-7 cm. (about 2j inches), the total length of the dart was 11-17 cm. (about 4^ inches). Both the head and flanged shaft were constructed of steel, the flange being formed of two flat pieces of metal set at right angles, the ends of the four flanges thus produced being let into the steel head. The diameter of the head was 8-5 mm. (about & inch), tapering to a fine point. The weight of the whole dart was 320-8 grains.
In   the   Feldaerztliche   Beilage   of   the   Muenchener